
MTO Approved Driving Schools Near Me – Your Complete 

Guide to Choosing the Right Driving School 

Learning to drive is an exciting milestone in anyone’s life. Whether you're a teenager eager to 

gain independence or an adult looking to enhance your skills or secure a license for the first time, 

finding a Ministry of Transportation of Ontario MTO approved driving school near me is a 

crucial step in ensuring your success on the road. 

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore what it means for a driving school to be MTO-

approved, why it matters, and how to find the best option in your area. 

 

What Is an MTO Approved Driving School? 

An MTO Approved Driving School, also known as a Beginner Driver Education (BDE) 

course provider, is a driving school certified by the Ministry of Transportation of Ontario. 

These schools meet strict standards for curriculum, instructor qualifications, and safety, ensuring 

you receive high-quality instruction that prepares you not only to pass your G1 exit test but to 

become a confident, safe driver for life. 

Key Features of MTO-Approved Schools: 

 Government-certified driving instructors 

 Structured curriculum that meets provincial standards 

 In-class and in-car lessons 

 Eligibility for a 4-month reduction in the G1 licensing period upon completion 

 Electronic certification sent directly to the MTO database 

Why Choose an MTO Approved Driving School? 

Choosing a driving school that’s MTO-approved provides several advantages: 

https://globedriving.ca/4-day-course
https://globedriving.ca


1. Insurance Benefits 

Many insurance companies offer discounts to drivers who complete a certified BDE course from 

an MTO-approved provider. 

2. Faster G2 Test Eligibility 

Students who successfully complete the course are eligible to take their G2 road test in just 8 

months, instead of the standard 12-month waiting period. 

3. High-Quality Instruction 

You’re assured of learning from instructors who follow a professionally developed curriculum, 

which includes defensive driving, road safety, and preparation for real-life driving conditions. 

How to Find MTO Approved Driving Schools Near Me 

Finding an approved school near you is easy with a few simple steps: 

1. Use the Official MTO Website 

The Ontario Ministry of Transportation maintains a list of approved BDE course providers. 

You can search by city, region, or school name to find options in your area. Visit: 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/driving-school 

2. Search Online with Local Keywords 

Typing “MTO approved driving schools near me” into Google or another search engine will 

show local listings, including Google reviews, maps, and school websites. 

3. Check Reviews and Ratings 

Sites like Google Maps, Yelp, and Better Business Bureau can help you find schools with strong 

reputations. Look for: 

 Student success rates 

 Instructor professionalism 

 Clean, safe vehicles 

 Responsive customer service 

4. Ask for Recommendations 

Friends, family, or coworkers can often point you toward trustworthy driving schools in your 

area. 



What to Look for in a Great Driving School 

While MTO approval is a must, not all schools are created equal. Here are some qualities to 

prioritize: 

✅ Experienced Instructors 

Ask how long the instructors have been teaching and whether they’re patient, communicative, 

and friendly. 

✅ Flexible Schedules 

Does the school offer weekend or evening classes? Can they accommodate your availability? 

✅ Competitive Pricing 

Compare prices, but don’t sacrifice quality to save a few dollars. Some schools offer package 

deals that include lessons, tests, and certification. 

✅ Well-Maintained Vehicles 

Make sure the school provides modern, clean, and safe training vehicles with dual controls. 

✅ Success Rate 

High pass rates often indicate strong instruction. Ask how many students pass their G2 test on 

the first try. 

Top MTO Approved Driving Schools in Ontario (Sample 

Cities) 

Here’s a quick look at a few popular MTO-approved schools in key cities: 

Toronto 

 All Star Driving School 

 AMB Driving School 

 Young Drivers of Canada 

Mississauga 

 G1G2 Driving School 

 Trubicars 



 Universal Driving School 

Ottawa 

 Ottawa Driving School 

 Aart’s Driving School 

 Safe2Drive Driving School 

Hamilton 

 Academy Driving School 

 ABC Driving School Hamilton 

Make sure to confirm each school’s current MTO approval status before enrolling. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: How long is the MTO-approved driving course? 

Most BDE programs include 20 hours of classroom instruction, 10 hours of in-vehicle 

training, and 10 hours of homework. 

Q: How much does it cost to take a BDE course in Ontario? 

Costs vary by school and city, but the average price ranges from $500 to $800 CAD. 

Q: Is it worth taking a driving course from an MTO-approved school? 

Yes. Besides gaining valuable skills, you benefit from insurance savings, earlier test eligibility, 

and official certification. 

Final Thoughts 

Finding an MTO approved driving school near you is more than just a convenient choice — 

it’s a smart investment in your safety, confidence, and long-term driving success. Whether you're 

just starting out or brushing up your skills, choosing a certified school ensures you’re learning 

the rules of the road the right way, from the very beginning. 

 


